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Meeting
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Our monthly meeting will be held on Wednesday,
September 21st, at the Burden Conference center at 7pm.
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Meeting Topic: “Where do You Find information About
Orchids?

This month we will explore some of our members’
favorite sites for information and sites to purchase orchids.
Our meeting discussion this month will be offered by Jim
Morrison. Jim will cover finding orchid information by using
various websites with special emphasis on the AOS
website. We will review other websites that have been
offered by members of BROS and our website,
BatonRougeOrchidSociety.com has been updated to
provide links to several website to find information and/or
purchase plants. If you have a favorite orchid site, please
send to Jim.”
After our presentation, Frank Zachariah will share with
everyone an ongoing experiment in which BROS members
took the same plants and planted them in different media
and pots. Several members will bring their plants back and
show how they are growing in their greenhouses.
We will also discuss our Orchid Bloom Table with
discussions from the growers and members. Please bring
your blooming orchids to show and tell.
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President’s Message
Hello BROS!
Fall is right around the corner. It’s a good time to engage in a little
preventative care of our plants and around our growing spaces. I have been
applying horticultural soap and neem oil to my plants weekly as well as giving
them a coating of Spinosad to control bugs every month. So far so good!
The big news around the BROS is the election of officers for 2023 and the on-going work
of the Bylaws Committee. Thank you to Hal Canning for serving as Chair of the
Nominating Committee. Hal and the Committee have organized a great slate of
candidates (Including this writer!). We thank all of the members who participate behind the
scenes to make sure that the BROS thrives going forward.
Jim Morrison, Lata Johnson, Pat Canning and I have been busy working on new bylaws
for the BROS. Expect a presentation on them in the next few months.
Happy Growing!

-Frank McMains

August

Meeting Minutes

The August meeting was started with messages from President Frank
McMains. He mentioned that a group of members were working on revising our
Society’s bylaws. He asked Hal Canning to set up a nominating committee to
recommend members for the current year’s office holders. The nominating
committee consisted of Hal, Janette Foster, Kathy Lopiparo, and Mal Corcoran.
We will find out their recommendations at the September meeting.
Frank Zachairah brought cattleya orchids from the conservatory to demonstrate
growing traits using different media. The cattleya he repotted was growing in a mesh pot
will just Styrofoam peanuts for media. The orchid has grown well with good root output.
The easy thing about using this method is that you just move it to a larger pot and add
more Styrofoam. Members participating in this experiment with the water orchids were
asked to bring them to this month’s meeting for comparisons.
Tables were covered and phalaenopsis were handed out along with pots and Trimix. Members dug in to learn how to repot their phalaenopsis orchids. The hands-on
project with our experienced growers helping them was a great experience for our new
members. This took up the rest of our meeting time, so the bloom table will be at the
head of our meeting agenda for next month.
- Patty Granier
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August Meeting Photos
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Membership News
Our August Meeting had a great turnout with 31 BROS members and 3
visitors in attendance. Nancy would like to thank Pat Canning for filling
in last month and Patty Granier for binging in supplies as well as loading
everything back up to return.

Orchid Donation
Marie Williams brought orchids to
Heritage Manor Nursing Home last
week. Heritage Manor of Baton
Rouge is a health care community
offering individuals a place to
recover, rehabilitate and/or reside,
depending on their specific needs.
The orchids Marie brought are from
Tr a d e r J o e ’s , a n d t h e y w e r e
certainly a beautiful and welcome
addition!

Program Meeting Info
At this month’s program meeting, discussion around our October meeting
took place. Though our meeting will be in person, we will hear from Manuel
Aybar on the subject of Dendrobiums. Manny is an AOS judge and we are
excited to hear him speak. Details about the meeting and Manny’s Bio will be
in the October newsletter. Our Program Meetings continue monthly the
Saturday before our monthly meetings. Our next program meeting will take
place on Saturday, October 15th, at 9:00 at Golden Corral 13606 Millerville,
Greens Blvd.
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Green Growers’ September Meeting Information
Continuing the Tradition!

September 14th Green Growers Photos

Dr. Gene Berg continues
the Green Growers’ BROS
educational tradition for new
orchid enthusiasts, but all
members are welcome! This
past week, BROS viewed
Gene’s plethora of blooming
orchids, participated in some
culture discussions, and
discussed memories of BROS
members’ first orchids. The
main discussion was on the
various ways to propagate
orchids. You could pick from
those, or dedicate a section to
Mal, who brings the best
cakes!
Gene also shared his
plants with members.
Members in attendance were
Bob Lank, Danna Spayde,
Carolyn Clay, Lata Johnson,
Mal Corcoran, and new
BROS member, Melanie
Cuellar. Thank you, again,
Gene, for continuing to share
your rich knowledge,
experience, and expertise!
Remember that Green
Growers’ meetings are held
the 2nd Wednesday of the
month at 7pm at 425 Nelson
Drive. All who would like to
attend, new and veteran
orchid enthusiasts alike, are
welcome!
-Glenn Gawarecki
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A HUGE THANKS FROM JEANETTE, OUR HOSPITALITY CHAIR
A Big BROS Thank You for Hospitality Contributions at our July Orchid Show!

MEETING CONTRIBUTIONS NEEDED:
We are also looking for volunteers for our
upcoming meeting on both September
21st (football themed) and October 19th if
you would be so generous and volunteer
to bring a dish. If you can do this for
either meeting, please contact Jeanette,
our Hospitality Chair, at 672-6319 or
fosterjeanette51@gmail.com and let her
know. Hoping to have some additional
baked cookie donations!
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Conservatory Notes by Frank Zachariah

SEPTEMBER CONSERVATORY NOTES
I want to thank Glenn G, Hal C, and Kathy C for
covering for me while I was on covid quarantine. It is good
that our work crews that have been faithfully coming got a
different perspective of orchid care. I think we need to do
this with some frequency.
Anyone that would like to lead a work session, please
contact me. Some of the regulars have been coming for
months so they can help show you the maintenance tasks
that we perform.
There was lots of good growth this summer, thanks to
all the rainfall, heat, and humidity that we are blessed with.
And the fall bloomers are just now beginning. Our summer
may be hard on humans – including us orchid growers(!) –
but it is perfect for these flowers from tropical rain forests.
I’ll be bringing some of the Taiwan orchids we
purchased in late spring to show their growth. Anyone that
took home some of these, please bring them back so we
can compare and contrast and talk about the best methods
to care for them in south Louisiana.

Conservatory Photos by Glenn Gawarecki
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September Conservatory Beauties
Photo and Identi cation by Glenn Gawarecki

We are continuing to use our newsletter to highlight some of our blooming Conservatory orchids
monthly by name. This is a great way for members to see and become more familiar with the names
and characteristics of some of our beautiful blooms. Here are our latest highlights:

Blc. Dal’s Horizon x Lc. Tropical Chip

Lc. Canhamiana ‘Azure

Christmas Party 2022 Reminder
We haven’t had a BROS Christmas party for the last few years, so
here is a reminder that we WILL be having a 2022 Christmas party!!
We have reserved the Burden Center for December 7th (Wednesday)

from 6:00pm until 9:00 pm. We want this to be a catered event, and
are currently looking for reputable caterers. Let us know if you have
any suggestions for caterers for this special event!

fi
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AOS AWARDS FROM THE
LOUISIANA JUDGING CENTER
AUGUST AWARDS

Vanda. Prepawan 'Catahoula
Violet' AM 80 Eron Borne

Schoenorchis phitamii
'Maggie' CBR Mary Mancini

Our August monthly judging had
six entries.
We gave three
awards - Two AM's and one CBR.
The CBR is provisional until the
plant taxonomic identification is
complete. One beautiful Vanda
and a Bulbophylum with a neat
appendage at the petal tip
(osmophore) see photo (left)

Bulb. unitubum 'Layla' AM 80
Larry Hennessey

We have applications submitted
to the Board of Trustees for two
new students. Lanna Lytle and
Russel Deroche. Our center is
doing great.
-Wilton Guillory

Volume 64, Issue 9

Page 9 of 13

Fall Is Coming! Winter Is Coming!
By Pat Canning
Climb the bell tower, use the megaphone, shout it out! Loud and clear. Fall is
Coming, Winter is Coming! How do I know? Costco has told me so. The
pumpkins are out. Halloween costumes are on the racks. Heck, even a
$1,149.00 Christmas tree is lit and ready for a new home. Football T shirts
are stacked high on the sale table. And, Burden is getting ready for the
famous corn maze. What other signs do you need? Weather? Well, it’s still
plenty hot in September. But fear not. W I N T E R I S C O M I N G. It’s time to start the yearly
winter prep for your beloved orchids. You are rolling your eyes. I can see you. You are thinking,
“What does she know about wintering orchids. Hal is the grower in that household, not Pat.” You
are right and you are wrong. Hal is the grower; but, I observe and I read.
By mid-November, I observe Hal taking the shade cloth off from the greenhouse. By
early fall, the plants no longer need to be protected from the harsh summer sun and the days
are getting shorter. The absence of the shade cloth allows the light to penetrate the house
for a while longer each day. It also gives him the opportunity to clean the exterior of the
greenhouse. However, last year, James Jeansonne told him to wait a few weeks before
cleaning to give the plants time to adjust to their new growing condition. The dirt and grime
offer a bit of shade.
Before he built the greenhouse, Hal would put the phals on a movable 3 tier wire rack .
They would live in the air-conditioned garage during the heat of the summer with artificial
grow lights. When fall rolled around, he would put them under our open breezeway. I am
told that phals like a little cool weather to set their precious bloom spikes. So, if you have
your phals indoors, think about putting them outside during the fall. Be sure to take them
back in when it gets too cold at night (below 50).
If you pay for a membership to the American Orchid Society, then you receive the
monthly publication, Orchids, The Bulletin of the American Orchid Society. Hal usually gives
the cover a glance. Up until just a few months ago, I didn’t even do that. But, one day while
drinking my morning coffee, I start to thumb through the pages and stumbled across a
column titled “Tom’s Monthly Checklist” written by none other than Tom Mirenda! Remember
back to my very first article written about our trip to Hawaii when Frank Zachariah suggested
that we get in touch with this fellow, Tom, to take us to visit orchid growers on the Big Island.
We did and ended up spending the night at his home. I knew he was knowledgeable about
orchids, (and donuts) but really? He’s a columnist for AOS. He writes two articles for the
publication; one about his worldwide travels to study orchids and the second, a monthly
checklist for us to consider for our orchids. Listen to me – Tom is one of the best writers that
I have ever come across! And -I love to read and I read a lot. His Monthly Checklist is as
much about human nature, the obstacles that we face, and the joy that we experience in the
natural world around us, as it is about caring for our orchids.
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Fall Is Coming! Winter Is Coming! (Con nued)
By Pat Canning
My takeaway from Tom’s September tips are:
•Go thru your plants in search of back bulbs that may be rotting. Remove
and divide and even repot – you should be able to get away with it in
September.
• A dose of fungicide is not a bad idea. Be on the lookout for new bloom
spikes and place guiding stakes to coax upward growth. Arrange your
plants to allow for the spikes to be exposed to the light – avoids kinks, etc.
You know how I love to consult with Uncle Google. When asked about winterizing
orchids, AOS came up first. In their article, Things To Do In The Fall, tips include:
•Prepare the winter space for your plants. If you summer your orchids outdoors and
bring them in for that first frost, then now is the time to prepare that indoor spot. It’s a lot
easier to clean and/or repair the space while it’s empty rather than after you bring all the
plants indoors. Use a diluted chlorine bleach (1:10) or Physan to clean off algae.
•If you leave your plants outside, but put-up protective coverings, then check the
coverings to make sure they are clean and still usable. Now is the time to replace torn or
holey tarps.
•Make sure that your heaters are working.
•If you use back up devices or alarms, test them to make sure they are working properly.
•If you use special lights, test them to assure they still light up.
•And, last but not least, check for pests NOW. You don’t want to put the plants in close
quarters when they are full of scale or mealy bugs (remember Lady Macbeth in the
Greenhouse).
My “go to” website for information is The St. Augustine Orchid Society. They adapted
advice offered by AOS to their growing conditions. Since St. Aug is just about on the same
latitude as Baton Rouge, many of their tips are applicable to us. Their tips are plant specific
so I would encourage you to go to the website to get information regarding the plants that
you grow.
https://staugorchidsociety.org/culture-monthly-month-sep.htm
As I conclude this winterization column, I will dare to quote Tom Mirenda:
“After a long hot summer, it can be easy to become complacent about your
growing, especially as things finally seem to be going so well. Do not fall into this
trap. Now as plants are taking a sigh of relief from what they experienced earlier in
the year, it is more important than ever to stay aware and involved in your orchids’
welfare. You are almost in the home stretch of cultural care and the enjoyment of
flowers that are coming in the fall, winter, and spring. Your plants are finally waking
up. Do not hit the snooze button. Get to work. A multitude of blooms is on the
way. After all, is that not what our efforts are all about?”
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And The Nominees Are!

The election of Officers and one Member at Large will
be held at the October meeting, 10/19/22.
The Nominating Committee presents the list of
nominees for the following positions:
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Member at Large

Frank McMains
Glenn Gawarecki
Lanna Lytle
Pat Canning
Charles Dartez

Nominations from the floor will be taken at the
September meeting, 9/21/22.
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ABOUT OUR SOCIETY
2022 BROS
President - Frank McMains
Vice Pres.- Glenn Gawarecki
Secretary - Patty Granier
Treasurer - Pat Canning
Show Chair - Jim Morrison
LSU Orchid Conservatory
Frank Zachariah
Newsletter Editor
Kathy Lopiparo
Co-Editor - Jim Morrison

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Hal Canning (through 2022)
Lata Johnson (through 2023)
Frank Zacariah (through 2024)

Baton Rouge Orchid Society
7925 Director Dr Baton Rouge, LA
70817-5336
Email:
info@batonrougeorchidsociety.org
Facebook: Baton Rouge Orchid
Society
Web: https://bros.wildapricot.org
Instagram:

SWROGA REPS
Lata Johnson
Kathy Conerly

AOS REP
Jim Morrison

Don’t forget to assist us by bringing
appetizers, sandwiches, cookies or desserts
to any upcoming monthly meeting. Contact
Jeanette if you would like to sign up for
September or any future meetings. Her
email is fosterjeanette51@gmail.com

ORCHID DIGEST
Frank Zachariah

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Program - Patty Granier and
Lata Johnson
Publicity-Kim Kensill
Membership-Nancy Morrison
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