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 Have you ever wondered if your style of potting is 

the "right" way? Join Lata and Kathy as they ex-

plore a few different techniques. The presentation 

was filmed by Frank McMains at the Orchid Con-

servatory at LSU AgCenter's Botanic Gardens. 

 After the video, there will be time for questions 

and discussions. Join us and be part of the conver-

sation.   

  

   
 

                 If you wish to listen on your phone:  

 
 

                                   Dial +1 346 248 7799 
                              Meeting ID: 831 2153 5187  

    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83121535187        

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83121535187


 

February Show 



 

LSU Orchid Conservatory 

Notes by Frank Zachariah 

 

   The Good News is that almost the entire collection of orchids 

at the Conservatory have suffered root rot! This is because 

someone (me!) suggested we use cypress mulch as a top dress-

ing. The mulch held too much water during our 60 inches of sum-

mer rain, and … well, you know the rest of that story. And those 

in media with fir bark suffered the same fate.  

   One of the purposes of our collection is education and this was 

Most Valuable Lesson Number One: “Organic material is not ide-

al to grow orchids outside in our subtropical rain forest.” If you 

want to grow orchids in fir bark or Orchiata, you need to grow in 

a covered structure. Is this a better way? [Stay tuned for Most 

Valuable Lesson Number Two.]   

   We are fortunate that this is still a young collection — we are 

only 2 years old. Lata and one of my workers have repotted al-

most all of the plants, removing the offending media, and replac-

ing with straight Styrofoam (with the intention of dressing the top 

in haydite before spring). 

   Actually, the orchids are none the worse for this. They look 

good and there are dozens of blooms every day. Still worth a vis-

it.  

   The Conservatory is a good place to learn how to grow or-

chids. If you are not getting a lot of blooms, come by. See what 

we are doing right. And see what we did wrong.  



            

              Lots of blooms this month! 

 

LSU Orchid Conservatory 

Photos by Glenn Gawarecki 
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And more blooms! 



 

LSU Orchid Conservatory 

Photos by Glenn Gawarecki 

A special ‘Thank You!’ to Hal Canning! 

He has built a huge indestructible pot-

ting bench and installed shelving.  

Makes maintenance so much easier!  
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