BROS ORCHIDS
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The Baton Rouge
Orchid Society

7 PM, Wed, Feb 16, 2022
We are meeting at Burden!

Frank McMains
“The

Estepona Orchidarium

and some plants of Southern Spain”s pl
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83812730123

Frank McMains
We will be meeting at the Burden Conference Center
Wed, 7 PM
Or watch by Zoom:

4560 Essen Lane

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83812730123

“The Estepona Orchidarium
and some plants of
Southern Spain”

We will briefly orient ourselves geographically in southern Spain, then
proceed with a walkthrough of the
Estepona Orchidarium, the largest orchid-specific facility in Europe. Even
bigger than Kew! After the Orchidarium video we will see examples of wild
flora as well as how plants are used
around Spanish homes and cities and
a few pictures of the tasty food I ate
there.
Frank is a native of Baton Rouge, with
a BA in Religious Studies from UNCGreensboro and an MBA from LSU.
He is an active member of the American Numismatic Society. Frank works
as a commercial photographer and
drone pilot. He started gardening
about seven years ago and became
interested in orchids along the way.
He still kills a lot of plants.

Gulf Coast Exhibit 2022

Table Top Demonstration
The 2nd part of our meeting will be a table top demonstration
Be sure to bring any blooming orchids you have for the bloom table at
next Wednesday’s meeting. We will be doing a “hands on” demonstration to create a table top arrangement. Currently we have an orchid
show coming up in each of the next three months. The Society depends on its members to set up and take down at these exhibits.
Members will be able to learn the basic layout of a table top orchid
display and have fun at the same time.
Patty Granier (Secretary)

different seedlings of Ctt. Hope Adair

Minutes from the Jan Meeting
The Baton Rouge Orchid Society started off the January meeting welcoming four new
members.
Our guest zoom speaker was Dr. Harry Gallis, on the topic of Antelope Dendrobium Species and Hybrids. You can also look up his article on denbrobiums published in the November 2021 AOS magazine.
It is important to look up their natural habits to improve their growing conditions. Research
parentage so you will know how to grow them; there are many useful references in the internet. For example most antelope dendrobiums com from Southeast Asia and are use to
monsoon weather. Australian denbrobiums are use to more drought conditions and don’t
like to be watered in the winter.
Dr. Gallis emphasized that these dendrobiums don’t like to be divided. He recommends
leaving them alone if they have good roots. It’s better to move them into a larger pot than
to divide them. Repot in the Spring when they are in active growth. He grows his orchids
in lava rock, cork and some orchiata. He also said that he has not tried growing them as
mounted orchids.
One of his favorite antelope dendrobium is Momi Cummins ‘Midnight Blue’ AM/AOS. Dr.
Gallis then showed slides of antelope dendrobium hybrids and species.
BROS Business:
Jim Morrison gave a list of upcoming shows that need volunteers to set up and take down.
Lake Charles March 25th - 27th.
Lafayette April 1st - 3rd.
New Orleans June 3rd - 5th.
BROS July 8th - 10th.
Shows provide members a venue to learn more about growing and showing orchids, obtain orchid supplies from vendors at the shows and meet awesome people.
Frank Zachariah spoke about the successful short course that had 100 attendees through
zoom and in person. Many AOS judges attended. He also stressed that the conservatory
needs volunteers that can help out on a regular bases. Contact Frank if you can help,
even once a month is appreciated.
Hal Canning talked about the new benches he and Glen are working on. Two benches are
completed and they still have a ways to go to replace all of them. If you have any top rails
from chain link fencing that you would like to donate please contact Hal.

Patty Granier (Secretary)

Feb Membership News
Happy Valentine

month to all!

We have 2 new members:

WELCOME!

Trey Ourso: his Mother was Bonnie Selby who donated all the

beautiful orchids to our society

Peggy Fabre : she joins us from Ventress La.

Our February birthdays include:
Carolyn Collins

Kathy Conerly

Jeanette Foster

Randall Lejeune

Ann Levy

CharmIne Mocsary

Brenda Ortis

Danna Spayde

Happy Birthday to all!
I hope all can make it to our February meeting. If you are a new member & have not filled out a membership form yet, I have a form for you.
I would also like to have a photo of you so all members can recognize
you in our membership directory.
I hope all members will review & update their profile as well as uploading a recent photo.

Nancy Morrison, Membership Chairman

Mar Membership News

MARCH MEETING CHANGE
I am sending out an early tid bit for our March meeting: We are changing the March meeting only from Wednesday March 16 to Saturday
March 19 at 12:00 to 2:00 P.M. in the Burden Conference Center.
This way, members that have not had the chance to view our conservatory in daylight will be able to see all the beautiful orchids we possess. This will be a great opportunity to bring a friend that may be interested in joining BROS.
We plan on this being a fun laid back event for visiting, showing off
any of your orchids that you have and would like share. Also just being
with others you haven’t seen in a while. Details are still being determined and we will send out an RSVP email so we know how many
plan to attend.
We are now requesting a member to be in charge of the jambalaya
lunch for March. Probably Rice & Roux, Jambalaya Shop, or perhaps
another suggestion — OR if we have a member that is a jambalaya
chef that would be great! Members that can be present to set up,
serve, cleanup are much needed.
Nancy Morrison,
Membership Chairman

Have you been looking for new ways to help support the Baton Rouge Orchid Society? When you make
purchases on Amazon Smile, a small donation is given
to our Society for qualified purchases. It does not
change the cost of purchased items to you. This is an
Amazon program for Charities. Use the link below to
select the Baton Rouge Orchid Society as your charitable organization from your Amazon Smile account.
Please share with your friends and family.
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/86-2376365
Donations are not made if ordering
through www.Amazon.com or the mobile app. See pic for instructions on how to add an AmazonSmile icon on your
phone’s Home Screen for easy access. Instructions assume
you are logged on AmazonSmile.

LSU Conservatory
Notes by Frank Z
Finally feel good — we’ve had
several months of inattention
due to holidays and medical issues. But the plants are resilient and on the rebound! (That’s
what I love about orchids.) Tons
of blooms. And new volunteer
helpers! It’s time to make the
plants happy again.
Photos by Glenn Gawarecki

Orchid Conservatory
Photos by Peter Grant

Orchid Conservatory
Photos by Glenn Gawarecki

Pipe Donation
BROS is upgrading the benches in the LSU Orchid Conservatory.
You’ve already heard about the bench tops. Now let’s talk about
the table structure. The base of the benches is being made with 1
3/8 in. galvanized pipe that is commonly used as the top rail of
chain link fencing. If you happen to have any used pipe of this nature and would like to donate it to the project, call Hal Canning,
225-892-3449. Lengths measuring 30in to 20ft can be used. He
will be happy to pick it up. Also, put your dialing finger on and call
everyone that you know and ask them for pipe. (Hal called one of
his friends who just happened to have twenty-20ft sticks as well as
some shorter pieces that he donated!) Keep your eyes peeled on
the side of the road as many people place unused gates, outdoor
dog kennels, old fencing, etc. for trash pickup. Every piece of pipe
that is donated will save on the overall cost of this project. Now is
the time to help. Of course, if you would like to donate any sum of
money to the project, you can donate by going to our website,
https://bros.wildapricot.org/, hit the DONATE button and it will take
you through the process of charging it to your credit card. Alternatively, you can mail a check to our Treasurer, Pat Canning, 1324
Belvedere Drive, Baton Rouge, LA 70808.

Present Benches

New

2022 BROS ORCHID SHOW

The annual BROS Orchid Show is just a few months away
(or it will seem) and we need to start some of the detail work
that will make this year’s show the success we are accustomed to. It will take a society effort and I know I can count
on all members to help.
We have selected a Show Theme… Backyard Orchids”
We have several members that have volunteered for important roles for the show. These include:
Publicity – Kim Kensill
Logistics – Bob Lank
Photography – Frank McMains
Judges and Judging – Bob Danka and Frank Zachariah
Finances – Pat Canning
If you have experience in the above areas and can help the
volunteer leader, please contact them to assist.
We still need help in these roles.
Show Co-Chair
Hospitality
Exhibit Design and Setup
Computer support
If you would like to volunteer for any of the leadership roles
shown above or assist one of the current leaders in their
roles, please contact them. The membership directory is
available through the Wild Apricot app on your phone or
through the membership tab on the bros.wildapricot.org
website.

2022 BROS ORCHID SHOW

Review and time schedule and roles needed…
Please mark your calendars to help with our annual Orchid Show and Sale fund
raiser, July 7,8,9,10.
Thursday, July 7th- 5:30 until…. Tape the floor of conservatory, bring in orchids for our exhibit, classify our orchids and build our exhibit as much as
possible. Set up tables in room.
Friday, July 8th – 9am -3pm…. Other societies and vendors arrive and set up
exhibits and sales areas. Our members assist the groups with bring in
and set up as requested. Finish our Exhibit.
Friday, July 8th – 4pm-6pm…. Judges dinner. Need help with hospitality and
deciding on how the dinner will best be handled.
Friday, July 8th -6pm-until finished…Orchid and Exhibit Judging. We need
volunteers to work with the judges in paperwork and ribbon placements…this is referred to as “clerking”. We may need 10 to 20 volunteers for this important role. We will also need someone to help with
the computerized judging reports.
Saturday, July 9th 9-4…Show opens to public and we need volunteers to Welcome visitors, sell raffle tickets and some to help answer questions of the
public about orchids. Assist Vendors take breaks and assist societies that
may have questions. Hospitality has not been determined as of this
date.
Sunday, July 10th 9-4…Show open to public and need the same volunteers as
Saturday plus a clean up crew at 3pm to take down exhibits, assist vendors clear sales area and clean the conference center floor. Hospitality
has not been determined as of this date.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or to volunteer.
Orchids Forever,
Jim Morrison, Show Chair
jwmorrisoniii@msn.com
225-247-1543

The Wizard and the Whisperer
January found me in Hawaii. Writing an article for our
newsletter was not even on my to do list. So yes, you
had to wait another month to find out what orchid related gift
I gave to Hal for Christmas. I bet that each one of you is still waiting with bated
breath to know. Let me say that it ended up being a piece of clothing. If you haven’t noticed, Hal likes to wear black and by every measurement in the book, he REALLY looks good in black. Black contrasts perfectly with his white curly hair (I
threaten my hair stylist within an inch of her life if she cuts it too short) and a black
shirt is stunning on him. Okay, I’m prejudiced because I think he is the most handsome man on the planet; but, black-is-his-color. End of sentence. I should also tell
you that he loves T shirts. When we come home from most of our vacations, there
are at least two or three T shirts from museums, restaurants, or countries that
we’ve visited in his suitcase. After our recent Hawaiian vacation, I unpacked FOUR
new Hawaii T-Shirts and two were black. You might even say that he is a T shirt
junkie (among other things such as Roy Kirkham coffee mugs, Japanese tokkuri
and blue and white Chinese pottery.) Come on Pat, get on with it. Please recall
that I consulted with my online website, Etsy, and there it was – a beautiful black T
shirt with a spray of orchids across the front and under it are the words, ORCHID
WHISPERER! Click, click and click. Purchase was complete and in one week it
was delivered to my doorstep directly from Ms. Dusko Ljubanic.
“What is an Orchid Whisperer?” you may ask. To me an orchid whisperer is
one who demonstrates a lot of intuition in working with orchids. However, it is more
than just the watering, the fertilizing, the repotting, or the battle with the bugs
(remember the deadly squirt bottle.) It’s someone who can just go out to be with
them, whether the number is over one hundred or under two. It’s someone who
likes being with them for the sheer enjoyment of just being there. It’s someone who
experiences pure joy when that bud finally opens to the beautiful flower that was
within it. It’s someone who is aware if one of them looks tired or sick and then
takes steps to improve its health. They just know what to do. BROS is lucky to
have numerous orchid whisperers among us. Take a look at the Saturday when
some members showed up at the conservatory (with Frank Z’s encouragement) to
evaluate the orchids and to help mentor those with less experience. They discussed why some were doing well and why others were not. Our orchid whisperers
are generous with their time and are willing to help the wannabe whisperers.

The Wizard
and
The Whisperer
As far as Hal goes, I can attest that he knows a lot about orchids. However,
you know that at the first sign of trouble, he calls for help. He calls those orchid
whisperers in his life like Patty, Wesley, Glenn, Frank Z, Bob Danka, Carolyn Clay
and several others. He calls James in Reno and Eron in Alexandria. He calls
Leslie Brickell in Florida about greenhouse problems. He’s always stressing about
whether he is doing the right thing or if there is a way to do it better.
At what point will Hal graduate to Orchid Whisperer? The Wizard of Oz
awarded the Lion the medal of courage to prove that he was courageous; the
scarecrow, an honorary degree in Thinkology to prove he had a brain; and the Tin
Man, a heart shaped clock that ticked to prove that his heart was not broken. Similarly, I gave Hal the T-shirt that proves he is, indeed, an Orchid Whisperer.
As a Side Note . . . Right before Christmas, I found two items on Amazon; 1)
a very nice small black book for taking notes with Orchid Whisperer on the front
cover and, 2) a book titled, “Orchid Whisperer,” by Bruce Rogers. I gave both to
him for his birthday which was on Dec. 30. This wizard has reinforced Hal’s whisperer status.

This is Frank Zachariah.
Time to reassess priorities.
I have been publishing the BROS Newsletter for the
last 2 years. This is my last Newsletter.
Been a pleasure (and a chore).
Fortunately for everyone, Kathy Lopiparo is taking
over so you should only see improvements from now
on.
If you have any submissions, pics, pointers, encouragements, forward them to:

kathylopiparo@gmail.com

2022
BROS OFFICERS
PRESIDENT Frank McMains
VICE-PRES Glenn Gawarecki

Baton Rouge Orchid Society
7925 Director Dr
Baton Rouge, LA 70817-5336

SECRETARY Patty Granier
TREASURER Pat Canning
SHOW CHAIR
Jim Morrison
LSU ORCHID
CONSERVATORY
[Task Master]

Frank Zachariah
NEWSLETTER
Editor Frank Zachariah
Co-Editor Jim Morrison
BOARD MEMBERS
Hal Canning
(thru 2022)
Lata Johnson
(thru 2023)
Frank Zachariah (thru 2024)
SWROGA REPS
Lata Johnson
Kathy Conerly
AOS REP
Tin-Wein Yu
ORCHID DIGEST
Frank Zachariah
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Program ♦ Lata Johnson
Publicity ♦ Kim Kensill
Membership ♦
Nancy Morrison

Email: info@batonrougeorchidsociety.org
Facebook: Baton Rouge Orchid Society
Web:

www.batonrougeorchidsociety.com

Instagram: baton_rouge_orchid_society

